
    
  
 
 
 
 
 
    
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Florence Kojima 

President 2024 

LBJCC 
 

 Hi! Everyone  
How have you been fairing these 
hot, humid, sunny days...I am 
trying to cope but it seems too 
much for my Flynn, who turned 15 
years old. Does anyone know how 
old that is in human years?  
 
Thank you all who participated in 
our Annual Summer Festival.  
Be it as a volunteer setting up the 
tables and chairs, in our various 
food booths and games booths, 
demonstrators for Taiko, Kendo, 
Judo, Karate, Flower arrangement 
or as Obon dancers. Or just having 
come to enjoy all that the festival 
had to offer.  
 
You know without all of you and 
your participation, our Festival 
would not be the success that it 
always is. And it was another very 
successful event.  
 
Yes, there are still some who ask if 
we can't go back to the 2-day 
affair, however, since we, the 
organizing committee members, 
are getting up in age, a 2-day affair 
would probably be the death of us. 
At least of me...all the behind the 
scenes details that need to be 
taken care of. So, for now, our  

 
 
 
 
Annual Summer Festival will be a 
1-day event, filled with good food, 
games, Obon dancing and meeting 
up with old and new friends.  
 
I can't believe that it's now less 
than 6 months since the end of 
this year - 2024.  
 
Our Summer Festival indicates, to 
me, that 1/2 year/6 months has 
passed. And we only have 6 more 
months before the end of the year.  
The Buddhist Church Obon starts 
the 2nd 1/2 of the year for my.  
With that comes the start of the 
school year, Halloween, 
Thanksgiving, 
Christmas...although some stores, 
I've noticed, have Back to school 
displays along with Halloween and 
Christmas. Seems each year most 
stores start setting up their 
Christmas displays earlier and 
earlier. But I can't seem to get into 
the "Holiday mood" with the 
temperature being in the 80's and 
90's (in Torrance). Don't want to 
even think about the Valleys or 
Vegas' high temps.  
 
So, until the calendar indicates 
that it's Fall or Winter, I will keep 
thinking that it is still summer and 
enjoy wearing shorts and tee shirt 
and complain about the hot 
(summer) days.  
 
However, you see the coming days, 
months, keep cool, be safe. Stay 
hydrated.  
 
Take care and hope to see you 
around the Center... 
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Long Beach Japanese  
Cultural Center 
1766 Seabright Ave 
Long Beach, CA 90813 
www.lbjcc.org 
 
LBJCC is a 501c3 organization and 
your donations are tax deductible 
as the law allows. 
Fed Tax ID: 95-3416426 

LONG BEACH JAPANESE 

CULTURAL CENTER  
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http://www.lbjcc.org/


    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  

  

 

Long Beach Japanese Cultural Center 
2024 Board of Directors 

Executive Committee 
 

President –Florence Kojima (310) 997-4470 

1st Vice President – Anthony Tanaka (562) 455-7470 

2nd Vice President –Ole Nervik (562) 533-2994 

Treasurer – Joanne Leivici (310) 994-0553 

Secretary –Atsuko Yomogida (562) 425-6554 

 

 

1766 Seabright Ave., Long Beach, CA 90813 

Website: www.lbjcc.org 

 

Member Organization Representatives 

Beikoku Shodo Kenkyukai ……………………….....Hiroko Ishiguro (562) 431-0820

    Mondays – 10:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Grace First Presbyterian Church…………………...*Victor Fukuhara (562) 424-0211 

Services: Sundays 9:00 am & 11:00 am 

Kimekomi Doll-Yukari Kai……………………....*Atsuko Yomogida (562) 425-6554 

3rd Sat of the month, 930 am to 12 pm at the LB Buddhist Church 

Instructor: Mrs. Yukari Kanesaka 

Kokoro Taiko Kai of Long Beach……………….*.Joann Matsunaga (310) 387-8163 

Practices: Saturdays 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

Long Beach Buddhist Church………………………...*Keiko Shibata (562) 630-3258 

Services: Sunday 10 am 

Long Beach Ikenobo Ikebana ……………...…….*Izumi Minamitani (310) 292-0179 

2nd, 3rd & 4th Saturdays: 1:30 pm (Call to confirm) 

Long Beach Japanese Language School ………………..*.Ole Nervik (562) 533-2994 

Classes: Saturday 8:45 am – 12:30 pm 

LBJLS Alumni & Friends Association…………….…*Nancy Kobata (562) 896-9537 

Long Beach Japanese Ondo Group…………...Contact June Donovan (562) 708-3633 

Practices and Performances throughout the Summer 

Long Beach Judo Dojo……………………………*.Anthony Tanaka (562) 455-7470 

Practices: T/F   7 pm – 9 pm 

Long Beach Kendo Dojo…………………………….*Yusuke Sakuma  

  Practices: M/Th   7:30 pm – 9:30 pm 

Long Beach Landscape Gardeners Association………..Frank Harada (714) 821-3528 

Nichiren Sangha Association………………………..Lane Hayakawa  (951) 315-1443 

Services:1st  Sunday 11 am – 2:30 pm 

Long Beach Shotokan Karate…………………......Osamu  Nishimura (562) 644-1443 

Contact Person: James Watkins (562) 417-0584 

Practice:  Wed 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm 

Sumie Group…………………………………….…………….Ann Igarashi (714) 540-8948 

UEKI Tree Trimming……………………..………….*Wanda Higaki (310) 892-6526 

2nd Sundays 10am to 12pm (Various locations) 

 

 

*Denotes voting member organization 

Off  Board Chairpeople 

 

Web Page, Newsletter……………………………….…...Jay Shaheen (562) 305-8982 

Membership…………………………………..….….…..Joann Leivici (310) 994-0553 

Building Superintendent………………………...…Osamu Nishimura (562) 644-1443 

Scholarship Committee…………………………………...Jeffery Inui (562) 666-1004 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

LB Japanese Language 

School December 14th 

“Free” Pancake Breakfast 

8:00 am to 9:30 am 

 

LB Japanese Language 

School Mochitsuki 

fundraiser presale 

Pickup December 28th 

More info to follow 

 

The Long Beach 

Japanese Cultural Center 

Mission Statement 
The Long Beach Japanese Cultural Center 

has served as the primary facility in the Long 

Beach Harbor area in furthering an 

understanding and appreciation of the 

Japanese culture and the Japanese American 

experience through its offerings of cultural 

and visual arts instruction, as well as 

Japanese language classes, events and 

activities for the benefit of citizens of all ages, 

ethnicity and religious affiliations. 

 

Our Mission is: 

❑ To enhance the lives of the citizens of 

the Long Beach/South Bay area 

through accessible, quality instruction 

in the various Japanese cultural, 

visual, language and martial arts. 

❑ To serve as a cultural resource of 

civic and community events, thus 

adding to the already rich cultural 

diversity of the area. 

❑ To preserve and further the timeless 

cultural traditions which are our 

legacy by generations past. 

❑ To collect, document and establish an 

archives library of historical artifacts, 

data, visual images and an oral 

history of the Japanese American 

experience in the Long Beach and 

surrounding areas to serve as a 

unique educational resource. 

    



By: Nancy Kobata 
LBJLS Alumni & Friends 
 

WHAT VOLUNTEERING 
MEANS TO THE LBJCC 
 

Whew!  I breathe a sigh of relief 

having made it through the Long 

Beach Japanese Cultural Center 

Festival(LBJCC).  The LBJCC festival 

has become a time for all 

organizations and their volunteers to 

come together with the common goal 

of supporting the LBJCC and 

becoming a community!   

 
 

 

I just recently came across this quote 

by Benjamin Franklin, “Tell me and I 

forget, teach me and I may remember, 

involve me and I learn!”  When I talk 

to the students and parents of the 

Long Beach Japanese Language 

School (LBJLS) about volunteering for 

the festival.  I give them information 

and hope they remember.  Then, 

when they volunteer, and are actually 

involved in the excitement of the 

festival, I hope that they learned 

about how the LBJLS is in involved 

with the LBJCC.  

 

Despite many years of involvement 

with the festival through LBJLS, every 

year, I learn more about what it takes 

to have a successful event.  Becoming 

a LBJCC Board member this year, I 

have watched how much 

coordination is required from the 

LBJCC board.  The success of the 

festival starts with the festival chair, 

and goes down to all of the LBJCC 

organizations and their members.  

The strength of the LBJCC comes from 

the continued support and 

involvement of its members, and the 

willingness of each organization to 

become involved and continue the 

legacy of prior members.  The 

support of everyone from all the 

organizations, who are willing to step 

outside of their individual 

organizations to work toward the 

success of the festival, is truly 

humbling.  I know for a fact, that is 

what contributed toward the great 

feeling of being a part of something 

great! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sometimes you fall into a volunteer 

job, which you feel is worthwhile and 

then it becomes a passion.  But, it is 

the support of many individuals, that 

truly makes my own involvement 

worthwhile and I hope my LBJLS 

volunteers feel the same.  I hope they 

are able to make connections with 

other groups outside of LBJLS, as well.  

Volunteering is putting yourself out 

there for a sometimes-scary 

commitment, but I think that I have 

learned a lot and hope all the 

volunteers have, too!  For those who 

have volunteered, I want you to know 

that your involvement and 

willingness to volunteer is truly 

appreciated.  I am sure there are 

plenty of dedicated workers in all the 

organizations in LBJCC that we do not 

acknowledge, however to everyone 

that contributed their talents, shared 

their knowledge and time toward 

continuing the LBJLS and LBJCC, thank 

you for your support.  

 

The LBJCC may be small, but with the 

support of all the organizations and 

their great volunteers. We can 

achieve great things.  It may feel like 

next year’s festival is still a long way 

off, but I hope to see you involved 

again next year!  Is it too soon to put 

on your calendars?!? 

 

While we’re on upcoming events, I 

can’t miss out on this opportunity to 

put out a really early save the date.  

The 3rd annual LBJLS Mochizuki 

event is expected to be on December 

28th, but will be confirmed in the 

next couple of months.  If you are 

looking to get fresh and tasty mochi 

for the 2025 new year, you can’t go 

wrong.  Keep an eye out for future 

details and order forms. 

 

Thank you for giving of your time and 

energies and once again, thank you to 

the volunteers!  Arigato gozaimasu! 

  

 



 

 

   

   
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  

  

 

This ad space and 2 others of the same size are 

currently available. 

4 issues per years for $100. Color or Black and 

White for the same price. 

Or 1 of this size and 1 of the size of a quarter page 

(see the ad to the right) for $180 per year – 4 issues. 

For information contact Jay Shaheen at 

562.305.8982 or email at jayshaheen3@gmail.com. 

LAW OFFICE OF JOHN S. TORII 

A general law practice with an emphasis in 

trusts, wills, powers of attorney, probate, 

estate and gift taxes. 

406 Amapola Ave, Suite 125 
Torrance, California 90501 

 
Tel (310) 320-5450 
Fax (310) 320-5140 

 

JST@JTSALAW.COM 

John S. Torii is certified by the Board of Legal 

Specialization of the State Bar of California 

as a specialist in Probate, Estate Planning & 

Trust Law. 

 

Long Beach Japanese 

Cultural Center, Inc. 
1766 Seabright Ave 

Long Beach, CA 90813 

ANNUAL 2024 

January 1 through December 31, 2024 
MEMBERSHIP FORM & DONATION FORM 

Name:   _______________________________________         ______________________________________ 

              (First)                                                                  (Last) 

 

Spouse: _______________________________________     ______________________________________ 

 (First)      (Last) 

 

Address: ______________________________________ ______________________________________ 

 (Street)      (City, State, Zip Code) 

 

Phone: _______________________________________ Email: _________________________________ 

     

      Yes, I would like to receive the newsletter by email ____ 

 

 Family Membership (Senior & Non-Senior) $30.00  $_______________ 

   Individual Membership   $25.00  $_______________ 

Senior Individual Membership (65+) $20.00  $_______________ 

New Building/Construction Fund Donation   $_______________ 

Building Maintenance Fund Donation   $_______________ 

General Fund Donation     $_______________ 

Total Amount Enclosed   $_______________ 

 

Your annual membership and donations enable us to carry out various program throughout the year. 

Thank you for your continued support! 

The LBJCC is a 501c3 charitable organization and all donations are tax deductible as the law allows. 

Federal Tax ID: 95-3416426 

Check enclosed   ____ 

Paid by PayPal    ____ 

Paid in cash         ____ 

mailto:JST@JTSALAW.COM


1. Abo, Ted & Carolyn – G 

2. Aguinaldo, Donnie 

3. Agustsson, Takako & Tomas 

– BM, G 

4. Ahn, Tracy 

5. Aihara, Chris & Doug 

6. Akashi, Kazuye – G 

7. Ali, Rawh 

8. Alonso, Ricado 

9. Antonio, Donna 

10. Ballard, Jenny - G 

11. Beidelman, Grant & Minako 

Hoaokawa – G 

12. Blackwell, Rhonda 

13. Bramlett, Junni (& Lucas) 

14. Bui, Eric 

15. Butsumyo, David – NB,BM,G 

16. Butsumyo, Mas & Jean – G 

17. Canedo, Christian 

18. Cardenas, Angelica 

19. Carney, Grace 

20. Castaloni, Monica 

21. Celis, Martha 

22. Chin, Angy 

23. Cotta, Andrian 

24. Cottrell, Donna & Midori 

25. Crook, Aidan 

26. Crownover, Kristy 

27. Dang, Kevin 

28. De La Torre, Mark& Roselia – 

G 

29. Debets, Damon 

30. Dickinson, Janis & Jacob 

31. Doi, Gail - G 

32. Dolan, Marc – G 

33. Donovan, Randy, June & 

Amanda 

34. Eason, Ruby – G 

35. Edlund, Miae 

36. Estes, Cory & Ashley – G 

37. Farwell, Keith 

38. Feder, Alana & Kelli 

39. Fehling, Evelyn 

40. Flores, Jazmin 

41. Fogarty-Smith, Therese 

42. Ford, Miyako & Rodney 

43. Fujii, Takashi & Nancy 

Spiegel – G 

44. Fujitani, Jared 

45. Fukuhara, Tony & Carol 

46. Fukuhara, Larry 

47. Fukuhara, Victor & Masako 

48. Fukushima, Hiro & Kyoko 

49. Furuta, Chihara & Judi – 

NB,BM,G 

50. Gao, Andrew 

51. Hachiya, Donald - G 

52. Hachiya, Kiyoshi – G 

53. Hara, Terry & Gayle 

54. Harper, Karen 

55. Hasegawa, Jon & B. Vickee – 

G 

56. Hashimoto, Fusaye – G 

57. Hashimoto, Omito 

58. Hata, Kaz & Christine – NB, 

BM, G 

59. Hayashi, Janet – G 

60. Hayashi, Laurie – NB,BM 

61. Hayashi, Shelley & Aaron – G 

62. Hideshima, Atsuko Heidi – G 

63. Higaki, Wanda 

64. Higashi, Kirby & Elisa – 

BM,G 

65. Hisanaga, Norihiro 

66. Hora, Mae 

67. Hosada, James 7 Georgia 

68. Hosokawa, Dan & Rosie 

DeOcampo 

69. Hosokawa, Fumiko – G 

70. Howard, Cameron 

71. Igari, Mio 

72. Ikeda, Ken 

73. Imatomi, Howard & Sawako 

74. Isa, Raymond – G 

75. Ito, Beverly – G 

76. Iwamasa, Amy & Susuma 

77. Iwasaki, Mary – BM 

78. Izumi, Katsumi & Hatsune 

79. Kabashima, John & Janet 

80. Kamimoto, Ken 

81. Kanesaka, Yukari & Kyuka - 

G 

82. Karle, Pamela 

83. Kasai, Minako 

84. Kastner, Brian 

85. Kataoka, Takako – BM 

86. Kawahara, George & Ikuko – 

G 

87. Kawamura, Yuto 

88. Khoo, Richard & Annie 

89. Kimura, Toshio – NB,BM,G 

90. Kishishita, Stewart 7 

Mercedes – NB,BM,G 

91. Kobata, Nancy & Brian – 

NB,BM,G 

92. Kobayashi, Terumi 

93. Kojima, Florence 

94. Komai, Michael- G 

95. Kotani, Akinori & Mayumi – 

G 

96. Koyanagi, Hana 

97. Kuroda, Hisaye 

98. Kuroda, Masako 

99. Kusaba, Clifford & Laura – G 

100. Larsen, Gary 

101. Larson, Yasuko 

102. Le, Jessica 

103. Lee, Brian 

104. Leivici, Joanne & Dimitre – G 

105. LePage, Rene & George 

106. Lim, Janine 

107. Liu, Thomas 

108. Louder, Jeff 

109. Luno, Ernesto 

110. Ma, Kimberly 

111. Martinez, Joseluis 

112. Matoi, Donna & Craig – G 

113. Matsui, Lillian – G 

114. Matsumoto, Cheryl 

115. Matsunaga, Masatoshi & 

Michiko 

116. Meripol, Paul 

117. Metoyer, Austin 

118. Miura, Yukiko 

119. Molen, Jan & Radcliffe, James 

120. Moon, Joseph & Yumi 

Igarashi Estevez 

121. Mori, Koji 

122. Moriwaki, Linday & Yosh - G 

123. Morris, Melinda 

124. Moye, Buffy & Scott 

125. Mui, Ken & Priscilla – G 

126. Murakami, Janet 

127. Murakami, MarkmIsao – G 

128. Murphy, Megan 

129. Nagai, Patrick 

130. Nakano, Kiyomi – G 

131. Nakasuji, Fritz & Zino – 

BM,G 

132. Nanbu, Nadine 

133. Nichol, Tim 

134. Nishimura, Osamu 

135. Nolasco, Wendolyn & David 

136. Nomoto, Alan & Susan – 

NB,BM,G 

137. Nomura, Mary – G 

138. Oberle, Marianne & Ron - G 

139. Ogata, Stephanie & Marlon 

140. Ogura-Flanagan, Sakura 

141. Okaniwa, Osamu & Sayoko – 

BM 

142. Okawa, Hayato, Hisae 

143. Okazaki, Jpyce – NB,BM,G 

144. Okura, Frances – G 

145. Oshita, Rene – G 

146. Oye, Edwin & Cynthia 

147. Padilla, Joseph 

148. Page, Cynthia & Richard – G 

149. Pahang, Gabriel 

150. Panzero, Breanna 

151. Paxson, Francine & John 

152. Perez, Erasmo & Isabel 

153. Perov, Kira & Bill Viola – G 

154. Petitt, Joseph 

155. Pham, An & Kubota, Akiko 

156. Pham, Hoang & Nguyen, 

Anne 

157. Phillip, Marilyn & Edward – 

G 

158. Pontell, Ashley 

159. Provost, Marie 

160. Quackenbush, Jessica 

161. Quon, JoAnn & Dawson - G 

162. Raines, Yoshie – G 

163. Ramiscal, Gavin Koshi 

164. Rayas, Faustino 

165. Romero, Christine 

166. Romo, Rudy 

167. Rumion, Myles 

168. Ruth, Susan 

169. Saga, Ai 

170. Sahara, Toshiya & Mutsue 

171. Sakimoto, Michiko – G 

172. Sakuma, Yusuke 

173. Santos, Daniel 

174. Sarmiento, Danison 

175. Sasikumar, Alexandra 

176. Sato, Takashige & Tomoko 

177. Shaheen Jay – NB,BM,G 

178. Shibata, Keiko, Aileen & 

Katrna -BM 

179. Shimizu, June - G 

180. Silveroli, Tony & Yuko 

181. Siquig, Marianne 

182. Sramek, Mary  

183. Sramekk, Nick 

184. Sue, Yao 

185. Suekii, George & Bea – G 

186. Sugiyama, Sharon 

187. Sumi, Frank & Irene – 

NB,BM,G 

188. Takada, Fujio 

189. Takade, Nancy – G 

190. Takesuye, Mike & Annette - 

G 

191. Tanabe, Mark & Mihoko – 

BM 

192. Tanaka, Sherry & Gordon – G 

193. Tasby, Shannon 

194. Tatsumi, Mel 

195. Teshiba, Jeanet & Alejandro 

Uribe 

196. Thomas, Kelly 

197. Thormodsen, Rin 

198. Toma, Meriko – G 

199. Toma, Mieko – BM 

200. Torigoe-Lai, Tiffany 

201. Torii, John & Sherrie 

202. Torres, Daniel 

203. Tsubokawa, Amy – G 

204. Tung, Shing & Megumi 

205. Turner, Erika 

206. Ungos, Andy & Caprice 

207. Ungos, Josh 

208. Utermohlen, Sharon – G 

209. Valenzuela, Patricia 

210. Vaughn, Aki & Mike 

211. Villareal, Damian 

212. Wahl, Kathleen 

213. Warford, Nathan 

214. Washington, Megumi 

215. Watanabe, Phyllis & Mark – 

G 

216. Watkins, James & Catherine 

217. Wells, Frank 

218. Williams, Trammell 

219. Wozniak, Nick & Ellen 

220. Yamagata, Beverly - BM 

221. Yamaguchi, Constance 

222. Yamaguchi, Dana – NB,BM,G 

223. Yamaguchi-Ballard, Jenny – 

G 

224. Yamanaka, Toshinari & 

Mitsue – BM 

225. Yamasaki, Takashi 

226. Yano, Carolyn 

227. Yomogida, Atsuko BM, G 

228. Yoshikawa, Tak & Kerry – G 

229. Yoshimura, Michiko 

230. Steve & Annie Yonemura -

NB,BM.G 

231. Zhang, Yuying 
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LONG BEACH JAPANESE CULTURAL CENTER 2024 MEMBERSHIP AND DONORS LIST 
All listed have paid their membership for 2024. Donors have the following after their names: 

NB (New Building or Construction Donation), BM (Building Maintenance) and/or G (General) as of August 25, 2024 
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Long Beach Japanese 

Cultural Center 

1766 Seabright Ave. 

Long Beach, CA 90813 

www.lblcc.org 

lbjapanesecc@gmail.com 

Membership Matters 
JOIN THE 

LONG  BEACH 

JAPANESE CULTURAL CENTER TODAY 

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE STARTS NOW 

APPLICATION INCLUDED 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

LONG BEACH, CA 

PERMIT NO. 2246 

 

 

 

 

 From the 405 Fwy, take the 710 Fwy south to 

Long Beach.  Exit at Pacific Coast Hwy north 

towards Wilmington. 

  2 blocks past Santa Fe Ave. turn left 

http://www.lblcc.org/

